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A focus on biology: Peptide pathways
to human evolution

Dr Sue Carter, Director, Emerita of The Kinsey Institute, argues that emotionally
powerful social behaviours are built upon primal functions in her fascinating discussion
concerning peptide pathways to human evolution
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Understanding the actions of peptides

and especially oxytocin is offering new

Figure 1: Oxytocin and vasopressin are peptide molecules consisting of 9 amino acids. Both have
rings of 6 amino acid held together by sulfur-sulfur (disulfide) bonds. They differ from each other
only by the amino acids at positions 3 and 8.
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